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LLMs Erode Trust in Software and Documentation

Kyle Kingsbury argues that the use of large language models (LLMs) undermines trust in software documentation and systems. Maintainers must find ways to ensure accuracy and demonstrate quality in an era where documentation can be easily faked.

Key points


	LLMs are eroding trust in software documentation and systems.

	Engineers may start treating new software projects with suspicion.

	Traditional signals of a mature system are now easier to counterfeit.

	Maintainers need to ensure correct software and accurate documentation.

	Maintainers must demonstrate the quality of their work to users.



Why it matters

As AI-generated documentation and code become more common, software engineers must find ways to verify accuracy and maintain trust in their tools and systems. This is especially critical for maintaining reliable and secure software.

Counterpoint

The challenge lies in proving the correctness of documentation and code when it can be easily generated by AI, making it hard to distinguish between accurate and fabricated content.

Sources


	Quoting Kyle Kingsbury (Simon Willison)



This summary was written by a language model and may contain errors. Read the original for the full story.
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